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Research Goals  
 
I am an archaeologist who uses tree-ring dates to understand how people built the 
spectacular cliff dwellings of Mesa Verde National Park, and to learn why they 
abandoned the region in the late 1280s. As a father, I often wonder how children 
survived so close to those sheer, dangerous cliffs! 
 
Current Research Projects 
 
Tree-Ring Dating at Mesa Verde National Park 
 
Mesa Verde National Park is a World Heritage Site containing the well-known and 
spectacular cliff dwellings like Cliff Palace. Using a database of nearly 4,600 
archaeological tree-ring dates from sites in the Park, since 2007 I have been seeking a 
better understanding of how the cliff dwellings were built, used, and ultimately 
abandoned.  
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Martin Sites Relocation Project  
 
Archaeologist Paul Sidney Martin of the Field Museum excavated more than 70 sites 
during a 43-year career at the Field Museum in Chicago. Unfortunately, he did not 
properly record most of those sites, and in order to preserve them properly, we must re-
locate, re-record, and register them with appropriate state authorities.  
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