
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBITION FUN FACTS 
 
ABOUT THE EXHIBITION 
 

 Renowned contemporary artist Nathan Sawaya created “The Art of the Brick,” which features 100 
whimsical and awe-inspiring works of art made from millions of LEGO® bricks. 

 

 CNN named “The Art of the Brick” one of the Top 10 Global Must See Exhibitions. 
 

 To date, “The Art of the Brick” has been seen by 6 million people in 84 cities across 6 continents (the 
only exception being Antarctica).  

 

 Nathan Sawaya created “The Art of the Brick” in 2007. It was the first major exhibition to use LEGO 
®bricks as the sole art medium. 
 

 Famous artworks replicated in the exhibition include Van Gogh’s “Starry Night,” Leonardo Da Vinci’s 
“Mona Lisa,” Michelangelo’s “Davi,” and Edvard Munch’s “The Scream.” Most are the same scale as 
the originals. 
 

 “Yellow” is Sawaya’s most iconic work, a life-size sculpture of a man opening his chest allowing 
LEGO® bricks to cascade from the cavity. Versions of “Yellow” can be seen from fashion labels to 
album covers and was even included in Lady Gaga’s music video G.U.Y. 
 

 One of the largest pieces in the exhibit is nearly 20 foot long, a T-Rex made of 80,000 LEGO bricks. It 
took Sawaya an entire summer to build and was created as a gift for the children who have written 
him after seeing his work. 
 

 “The Art of the Brick” features an innovative collection of LEGO® brick interpretations of hyper-
realistic photography, produced in collaboration with award-winning artist Dean West, called “In 
Pieces.” 
 

 In “The Art of the Brick,” Sawaya elevates toys that almost every child has played with into the status 
of contemporary art. 

 



 

 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 
 

 Sawaya was formerly a corporate lawyer working in New York City. Every evening he de-stressed 
after work by creating with LEGO® bricks. After encouragement from friends and family, quit his day 
job and followed his passion to become a fulltime artist. 
 

 Sawaya is the first artist to take the LEGO® brick into an art medium, and his exhibition “The Art of 
the Brick” has broken attendance records around the globe. 

 
• It takes Sawaya between two and four weeks to build most sculptures, depending on size and 

complexity.  
 

 • A life-size human form sculpture typically has between 15,000-25,000 LEGO® bricks. 
 

 • Sawaya does not work for the LEGO® Group, but purchases all of his LEGO bricks from them. He has 
nearly 10 million bricks in his Los Angeles studio. 

 

 Sawaya only uses classic rectangular LEGO® bricks, as he likes the challenge of creating organic 
shapes from them. He uses the same LEGO bricks you can buy in toy stores.  

 

 Sawaya says that his sculptures are inspired by his own experiences, emotions, and journey. He 
sketches most of his projects, as he likes to have an idea of what the finished sculpture will look like 
before he starts building. 

 

 Sawaya says the goal of “The Art of the Brick” is to demonstrate the potential of imagination and the 
power of creativity. He hopes to inspire visitors to create their own artworks by thinking outside the 
box.  

 


